
L A N G U A G E  S K I L L S  |  A C A D E M I C  S K I L L S  C E N T R E ,  D A W S O N  C O L L E G E

CONFUSING WORD PAIRS

Some of the most common errors involve confusion about words that look or sound alike. Teachers regard
these mistakes as faults in word usage—more serious than simple spelling errors.  

Your computer’s spell-check will not catch these errors. Below are some common confusing word pairs
(and threesomes) along with some tips on how to remember which word is which.

How to avoid making some common errors with word usage

THEIR  /  THERE  /  THEY'RE

ITS  /  IT'S  

Their is the possessive pronoun of they, showin
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CONFUSING WORD PAIRS
 continued
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For more information, contact the Academic Skills Centre (ASC).

LOSE  /  LOOSE

Lose is a  verb, which sounds like 'looze'.  Use it to express no longer having something. 

Loose is an adjective,  which sounds like 'looce'.  Use it to describe something that is 

Spelling memory aid:  In the word lose, you lose an O.

Compare:

Lost is the past tense of lose.  

not tight or contained.

No one  wants the team to lose the game.

She lost her father last week to cancer.                                                                            

I always lose my appetite when I have a cold.

A loose shirt is comfortable in the summer.                    

AFFECT  /  EFFECT
Affect is a verb. It is similar to influence or make a difference.            

Effect is a noun. It is similar to an outcome or a result. (The verb 'to effect' is not seen very
often)    

Memory aid:  Affect is a verb so it will come after a subject.  Effect is a countable noun so it will
have an article (an/the) before it and an 's' on the plural form.  

Compare:              

        

The bad weather does  not affect me.
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