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THE COMMA

Commas create brief pauses in sentences, but their use can be confusing. Published writers often break
traditional rules. The following rules show the standard uses of commas. It is best to follow these
guidelines in academic essay-writing. 
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My courses include history, economics, humanities, and psychology.
We arrived home, took off our coats, and prepared dinner.

Use a comma to separate THREE OR MORE items in a list (not two):

Use a comma with a conjunction (FOR, AND, NOR, BUT, OR, YET, or SO)
to join two complete sentences (a complete sentence has at least a
subject and a verb):  :

My course is very challenging, but I feel confident that I will pass.
Dr. Shahin is a good lecturer, and it is clear that she knows her subject.

Use a comma after a transitional word, a short phrase, or a dependent
clause when it is AT THE BEGINNING of a sentence:

After a transitional word: Therefore, it was a good experience.

 After a short phrase: In the short story, the main character wins the lottery.

After a dependent clause: Although her ideas are persuasive, her examples are flawed.

(however, similarly, thus, consequently, nevertheless,  on the contrary, finally, etc.)
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