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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1)

Aims of College Education

Educational aims guide the actions of those involved in the students’ education. They facilitate the
program-based approach by establishing the outcomes expected of students at the end of their college
studies.

To educate students to live responsibly in society

At the personal level, students show they are engaged in their learning. They demonstrate rigour and
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Common Com
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1)

The Social Science Program

The Social Science program was designed in keeping with the Cadre général d'élaboration des
programmes d’études préuniversitaires, the framework for the development of pre-university programs,
whose aim is to:

e Harmonize the general education and program-specific components of programs (program-
based approach)

= Harmonize pre-university programs with university programs (training continuum)
e Foster the acquisition of comparable competencies throughout the college network
= Foster a type of education that contributes to the overall development of the person

This document was developed in cooperation with a program advisory committee composed of university
representatives, academic deans and college teachers.

The Social Science program includes four components: a program-specific component, a general

education component that is common to all programs, a general education component that is specific to
each program, and a general education component that complements the program.

e The program-specific component consists of 30 %5 to 32 credits.

e The general education component that is common to all programs consists of 16 24 credits:
Language of Instruction and Literature: 7 ¥ credits

o Philosophy or Humanities: 4 % credits
o Physical Education: 3 credits
0 Second Language: 2 credits

e The general education component that is specific to the program consists of 6 credits:
o Language of Instruction and Literature: 2 credits
0 Philosophy or Humanities: 2 credits
o0 Second Language: 2 credits

= The complementary general education component, which aims to expose students to subject
areas outside their program of study, consists of 4 credits and includes courses in the
following areas:

Social Sciences

Science and Technology

Modern Language

Mathematics Literacy and Computer Science
Art and Aesthetics

Contemporary Issues

o O O O O

Students may choose courses only in those areas that are outside their program of study.
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1)

Aim of the Program

The Social Science program is intended to provide students with a balanced education involving general
and scientific learning in a variety of disciplines, thereby making it possible for them to understand and
analyze human realities. This training will equip them
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To this end, students develop their sense of judgment and an openness to others, consider different
points of view and perspectives, and learn to think carefully and express their ideas responsibly when it
comes to questions affecting Québec and other societies in the world, such as social and economic
inequality,
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1)

< will be able to demonstrate their ability to do the following:
o read, write, listen and speak at a college level of proficiency
o0 develop their own ideas in arguments and theses
0 organize their arguments and theses in a discourse and edit their work
0
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< will be able to demonstrate their ability to do the following:

0
0

give an initial account of their abilities, attitudes and needs

choose physical activities on the basis of their motivation, their ability to adapt to effort and
their need for change

apply the rules and techniques of a certain number of physical activities with a view to
practising them sufficiently on a regular basis

set goals that are realistic, measurable, challenging and situated within a specific time
frame

improve their mastery of basic techniques and strategies associated with physical activities

evaluate their skills, attitudes and progress in order to adapt their means or objectives in
their practice of physical activities

autonomously maintain or increase their physical activity and fitness levels in order to
develop a healthy and active lifestyle

use their creativity in physical activities
express their choice of activities in a clear and reasoned manner
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Program Objectives and Standards
List of Objectives

Program-Specific Component
Between 30 %5 and 32 credits, between 765 and 810 periods of instruction

Minimum 0f280.73 748.44 Tm(Ql463 0.443 0.443 rg01463 0.443 0.443 RG[()] TIETW* nBTI[F1 11.04 TfIIO 0 1 116:
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1)

Program-Specific Component — Common Objectives and Standards

Program-Specific Component

Common Objectives and Standards

Methodology and Integration Code: OME1

Objective

Standard

Statement of the Competency

Performance Criteria for the Competency as a Whole

Apply academic work methods to the social
sciences.

e Appropriate planning of tasks
e Observance of academic work ethics

= Attention to the quality of English and the way ideas are
expressed

Elements of the Competency

Performance Criteria

1. Demonstrate an understanding of texts
in the social sciences.

2. Carry out a literature search in the social
sciences.

Accurate distinction between the different types of texts

< Identification of the significant aspects of the context in which
the text was produced

e Precise indication of the components and logic of the text

e Appropriate use of information research tools
e Relevance and reliability of information sources
< Relevant use

Ministere de I'Enseignement supérieur
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Program-Specific Component — Common Objectives and Standards

Methodology and Integration Code: OME2

Objective

Standard

Statement of the Competency

Performance Criteria for the Competency as a Whole

Carry out scientific research by applying a
gualitative method used in the social
sciences.

Observance of the basic ethical standards regarding social
sciences research

e Proper use of recognized terminology
e Appropriate use of required technologies
e Appropriate contribution to teamwork

e Attention to the quality of English and the way ideas are
expressed

Elements of the Competency

1. Explain the characteristics of the
scientific approach used in the social
sciences.

Performance Criteria
 Accurate distinction between scientific and non-scientific
knowledge

e Appropriate description of the distinctive features of social
science research

e Accurate distinction between the steps

Ministere de I'Enseignement supérieur
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1) Program-Specific Component — Common Objectives and Standards

Introduction Code: ONO1

Objective Standard

| Statement of the Competency Performance Criteria for the Competency as a Whole |
Explain the foundations of world history - Demonstration of critical thinking skills in studying historical
from the 15th century until today. realit

Ministere de I'Enseignement supérieur 22









Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1)

Program-Specific Component — Common Objectives and Standards

Introduction Code: ONO3

Standard

Objective

Statement of the Competency

Performance Criteria for the Competency as a Whole

perspective.

Explain patterns of human behaviour and .
mental processes from a psychological

Appropriate distinction between patterns of human behaviour
and mental processes

Proper use of recognized terminology specific to psychology

Attention to the quality of English and the way ideas are
expressed

Elements of the Competency

Performance Criteria

1. Recognize the specificity of psychology.

Accurate recognition of the focus of psychology
Appropriate description of the emergence of psychology in
the fields of science and clinical intervention

Relevant description of the common areas of practice in
psychology

2. Distinguish between various research
methods used in psychology.

Accurate recognition of the characteristics of the different
research methods, including the experimental method

Correct association between research methods examined
and various objectives of psychology

theoretical perspectives.

3. Characterize the main recognized .

Appropriate identification of the main proponents and
foundations of the classic theoretical perspectives in
psychology

Accurate description of the main concepts associated with
the classic theoretical perspectives in psychology

Accurate identification of distinctive features and concepts
associated with recently recognized theoretical perspectives
in psychology

4. Characterize psychobiological, cognitive
and affective processes as well as
psychosocial factors at the root of o
patterns of human behaviour and mental

Accurate description of psychobiological, cognitive and
affective processes

Appropriate description of the relationships or interactions
between the processes examined

processes. e Accurate recognition of the influence of psychosocial factors
on the processes examined
5. Interpret various patterns of human e Choice of relevant theoretical perspectives, concepts or

behaviour and mental processes.

processes
Accurate illustration of the relationship between the
theoretical perspectives, concepts or processes selected and
patterns of human behaviour or mental processes
Establishment of accurate links between the various aspects
of psychological knowledge used

Learning Activities

Discipline:
Periods of instruction:

Additional information:

Psychology (350)

45 or 60 if objective OMEL is partially achieved

e The course also examines questions or examples based on Québec realities OR emphasizes the
development and influence of the discipline in a Québec context.

Ministere de I'Enseignement supérieur
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Program-Specific Component — Common Objectives and Standards

4. Interpret a current issue related to the
administration of a company or an
organization.

Ministere de I'Enseignement supérieur
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1) Program-Specific Component — Common Objectives and Standards

Introduction Code: ONO8

Objective Standard
Statement of the Competency Performance Criteria for the Competency as a Whole
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Program-Specific Component — Common Objectives and Standards

Introduction Code: ONO9

Objective

Standard

Statement of the Competency

Performance Criteria for the Competency as a Whole

Explain the main political foundations of
community life in the 21st century.

- Appropriate reference to current events

e Proper use of recognized terminology specific to political
science

- Attention to the quality of English and the way ideas are
expressed

Elements of the Competency

Performance Criteria

1. Recognize the specificity of political
science.

e Accurate recognition of the political dimensions of community
life
e Accurate description of the focus of political science

e Appropriate recognition of the fields of study in political
science

2. Distinguish between the characteristics

of the major schools of political thought.

< Relevant description of the emergence and evolution of the
major schools of thought
e Clear distinction between the basic components of the major
schools of thought
e Relevant R@3iPaRion47 8 Ftend pdliddal ©2med] 0.47998 0.48001 refHfiRdr 1 \
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Program-Specific Component — Common Objectives and Standards

Introduction Code: ON10

Standard

Objective

Statement of the Competency

Performance Criteria for the Competency as a Whole

Explain human realities from a sociological
perspective.

Proper use of recognized terminology specific to sociology

Attention to the quality of English and the way ideas are
expressed

Elements of the Competency

Performance Criteria

1. Recognize the specificity of sociology.

Appropriate recognition of the context in which sociology
emerged

Clear distinction between sociology and the other social
science disciplines

Appropriate recognition of how sociologists have contributed
to an understanding of life in society

2. Characterize the main approaches in
sociology.

Accurate distinction between the main theoretical
perspectives and classical concepts in sociology

Appropriate description of theoretical perspectives and
recently recognized concepts in sociology

3. Examine contemporary social
phenomena.

4. Interpret a current social issue from a
sociological perspective.

Appropriate description of social phenomena specific to
contemporary society

Correct use of theories and concepts related to the social
phenomena studied

Appropriate contextualization of the issue selected

Relevant illustration of the relationship between sociological
k 631.ntT[F1 9.96 Tf O 9.9.[(s)-5(cTmOI gl G[(k)-17( 699.49 3
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Program-Specific Component — Common Objectives and Standards

Introduction Code: ON11*

Objective

Standard

Statement of the Competency

Performance Criteria for the Competency as a Whole

Demonstrate how philosophical methods
and theories respond to problems of human
concern.

Correct application of principles of critical thinking

e Clear and coherent expression of philosophical ideas and
arguments

e Appropriate demonstration of a variety of perspectives
e Proper use of terminology specific to philosophy

e Attention to the quality of English and the way ideas are
expressed

Elements of the Competency

1. Recognize methods and theories
specific to philosophy.

Performance Criteria
e Appropriate description of different fields of the discipline

e Accurate description of methods and theories approol117 65.5¢
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Enrichment Code: OANA

Objective Standard
| Statement of the Competency Performance Criteria for the Competency as a Whole |

Analyze human realities through a more
in-depth study from the
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Preuniversity Program — Social Science (300.A1) Program-Specific Component — Optional Objectives and Standards

Optional Objectives and Standards

University Prerequisite Code: OPU1

Objective Standard
| Statement of the Competency Performance Criteria for the Competency as a Whole |
Explain how biological systems affect .

homeostasis and human behaviour.
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Preuniversity Program — Social Science (300.A1) Program-Specific Component — Optional Objectives and Standards

5. Solve problems specific to a current e Accurate recognition of problems requiring the use of
human reality. differential calculus

e Correct solution to problems [5]

Learning Activities

Discipline: Mathematics (201)

Periods of instruction: 75

Additional information:

e Students must have successfully completed the Technical and Scientific Option or the Science Option in
Secondary V mathematics.

e Social science problems refer in particular to the fields of economics and administration.

» If necessary, technological tools are used to analyze a function.

The compulsory content is as follows:
< [1] Basic functions: algebraic, exponential, logarithmic and trigonometric
e [2] Previously acquired concepts involving the basic functions:
0 Algebraic expressions: factoring, rationalization, simplification, division by a polynomial, conjugate,
common denominator
Equations and inequalities
Domain of a function
Main characteristics of a function: zeros, initial value, signs of a function
Laws of exponents and logarit31.85 rel/* nBT[F1 9.96 TfO 0 1 104.18 449.11 0 1 439.87 58 501.46 2

(ol elNeolNe]
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Preuniversity Program — Social Science (300.A1)

Program-Specific Component — Optional Objectives and Standards

4. Solve problems specific to a current
human reality.

Accurate recognition of problems requiring the use of integral
calculus

Appropriate application of definite integrals in economics [2]

Establishment of relevant relationships between probabilities,
the calculation of areas and definite integrals [3]

Ministére de I'Enseignement supérieur
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University Prerequisite Code: OPU4

Objective Standard
Statement of the Competency
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4. Detect different types of biases in a = Appropriate recognition of the main statistical biases
decision-making process specific to a = Appropriate recognition of statistical and probability
current human reality. paradoxes

e Accurate interpretation of the biases associated with
statistical and probability paradoxes as they pertain to a
current human reality [4]

Learning Activities

Discipline: Mathematics (201)

Periods of instruction: 45

Additional information:
e This objective must be associated with code 201 (Mathematics) or 360 (Multidisciplinary).
e Technological tools are used.

The compulsory content is as follows:
e [1] Main probability distributions:
o0 Uniform distribution

o Binomial distribution
o Normal distribution

e [2] Small samples included
e [3] Hypothesis testing pertaining to:
0 amean

O aproportion
0 two paired or independent samples

Note: The social science disciplines can also be used to achieve this objective.

Ministere de I'Enseignement supérieur
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General Education Component Common to All Programs
and General Education Component Specific to the Program

English, Language of Instruction and Literature
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General Education Component Common to All Programs
and General Education Component Specific to the Program

Code: 4EA2

English, Language of Instruction and Literature

Objective

Standard

Statement of the Competency

Apply an analytical approach to a literary
theme.

Elements of the Competency

Performance Criteria

1. Recognize the treatment of a theme
within a literary text.

Clear recognition of elements within the text, which define and
reinforce a theme and its development

Adequate demonstration of the effects of significant literary
and rhetorical devices

2. Situate a literary text within its cultural
context.

Appropriate recognition of a text as an expression of cultural
context

Adequate demonstration of the effects of significant literary
and rhetorical devices

Ministere de I'Enseignement supérieur
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1) and General Education Component Specific to the Program
Humanities Code : 4HUO
Objective Standard
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General Education Component Common to All Programs
and General Education Component Specific to the Program

Humanities Code : 4HUP

Standard

Objective

Statement of the Competency

Apply a critical thought process to ethical
issues relevant to the field of study.

Elements of the Competency

Performance Criteria

1. Situate significant ethical issues in
appropriate world views and fields of
knowledge.

Accurate recognition of the basic elements of ethical issues
Appropriate use of relevant terminology

Adequate identification of the main linkages with world views
and fields of knowledge

2. Explain the major ideas, values, and
social implication of ethical issues.

3.

Adequate description of the salient components of the issues

Ministere de I'Enseignement supérieur
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General Education Component Common to All Programs
and General Education Component Specific to the Program

French as a Second Language (Level I) Code: 4SFO

Standard

Objective

Statement of the Competency

Apply basic concepts for communicating in
standard French.

Elements of the Competency

Performance Criteria

1. Write and revise a simple text.

2. Understand the meaning of a simple
text.

Clear, coherent formulation of a text of about 250 words
Adequate development of the text: intention, topic, reader
Formulation of simple, well-constructed sentences

Use of adequate vocabulary for the task

Satisfactory application of the rules of grammatr, in particular
agreement in gender and number; regular verbs; verb tenses
in the present, compound past and simple future

Satisfactory correction of errors in spelling or grammar
Appropriate use of revision strategies

Accurate description of the general meaning and essential
ideas of a 500-word text

Accurate identification of the difficulties in understanding the
text

Ministere de I'Enseignement supérieur
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1)

General Education Component Common to All Programs
and General Education Component Specific to the Program

French as a Second Language (Level 1V) Code: 4SF3

Objective

Standard

Statement of the Competency

Explore a cultural and literary topic.

Elements of the Competency

Performance Criteria

1. Write a text on a cultural or literary topic.

e Clear and coherent formulation of a text of about 550 words
« Respect for the topic

e Respect for grammar and spelling rules

e Adaptation to the intended audience

e Appropriate use of the main elements of the corpus

e Clear articulation of a personal point of view

2. Revise and correct a text on a cultural or
literary topic.

e Appropriate use of revision strategies
e Appropriate revision of the text

3. Analyze a cultural or literary text.

 Personal formulation of the main elements of the text
« |dentification of the main themes

< lIdentification of clues that help situate the text in its
sociocultural and historical context

e Accurate identification of the values expressed
» Accurate identification of the structure of the text
e Clear articulation of a personal point of view

Learning Activities

Ministere de I'Enseignement supérieur
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General Education Component Common to All Programs

Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1) and General Education Component Specific to the Program
Objective Standard
Statement of the Competency
Apply basic concepts for communicating in
French in relation to the student’s field of
study.
Elements of the Competency Performance Criteria
1. Write and revise a short text related to e Accurate identification of difficulties in writing
the student’s field of study. - Appropriate use of writing techniques
» Appropriate use of standard and specialized vocabulary
e Clear and coherent formulation of the text
e Appropriate use of revision strategies
e Satisfactory correction of spelling and grammatical errors
2. Understand the meaning and e Accurate identification of difficulties in understanding the text
characteristics of a text related to the = Accurate identification of the characteristics of the text

student's field of study. e Accurate identification of specialized vocabulary

« Accurate identification of the main elements of the text
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General Education Component Common to All Programs
and General Education Component Specific to the Program

French as a Second Language (Level II)

Code: 4SFQ

Objective

Standard

Statement of the Competency

Communicate in French on topics related to
the student’s field of study.

Elements of the Competency

1. Write a text related to the student’s field
of study.

Performance Criteria |

Appropriate use of specialized vocabulary and of conventions
specific to different type5(i)- i48(e)-9( of)-7( s)-4(pe)4(c)-5(i)02.(
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1) and General Education Component Specific to the Program

French as a Second Language (Level 1) Code: 4SFR
Objective
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1) and General Education Component Specific to the Program
Physical Education Code: 4EPO
Objective Standard

Statement of the Competency

Analyze one’s physical activity from the
standpoint of a healthy lifestyle.

Elements of the Competency Performance Criteria
1. Establish the relationship between one’s -  Proper use of documentation from scientific research or the
lifestyle habits and health. media
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1) and General Education Component Specific to the Program

Physical Education Code: 4EP2
Objective Standard
| Statement of the Competency |
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Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1)

Complementary General Education Component

Social Sciences Code: 000W

Standard

Objective

Statement of the Competency

Achievement Context

Analyze one of the major problems of our
time using one or more social scientific
approaches.

Working alone

In an essay of approximately 750 words on a topic related to
human existence

Using reference materials from the field of social sciences

Elements of the Competency

Performance Criteria

1. Formulate a problem using one or more
social scientific approaches.

Presentation of the background to the problem
Use of appropriate concepts and language

Brief description of individual, collective, spatio-temporal and
cultural aspects of the problem

2. Address an issue using one or more
social scientific approaches

Clear formulation of an issue
Selection of pertinent reference materials

Brief description of historical, experimental and survey
methods

3. Draw conclusions.

Appropriate use of the selected method

Determination of appropriate evaluation criteria

Identification of strengths and weaknesses of the conclusions
Broadening of the issue analyzed

Learning Activities

Periods of instruction: 45
Credits: 2

Additional information:

specific general education.

e Use the 300 or 400 series of codes (except codes 300 and 360) to link a course to objective 000W.
e Use code 305 for a multidisciplinary course.
e Codes 340 and 345 may be used, provided the courses are not related to the objectives of common or
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Complementary General Education Component

Science and Technology Code: 000Y

Objective Standard

Statement of the Competency Achievement Context

Resolve a simple problem by applying the e Working alone or in groups

basic scientific method. = Applying the standard scientific method to a given, simple
scientific and technological problem

e Using common scientific instruments and reference materials

(written or other)

Elements of the Competency Performance Criteria

1. Describe the main steps of the standard -
scientific method.

Ordered list and brief description of the characteristics of the
steps of the standard scientific method

Clear, precise description of the problem

Observance of the principles for formulating a hypothesis
(observable and measurable nature of data, credibility, etc.)

2. Formulate a hypothesis designed to .
solve a simple scientific and .
technological problem.

3. Verify a hypothesis by applying the .
fundamental principles of the basic
experimental method. .

Pertinence, reliability and validity of the experimental method
used

Observance of established experimental method
Appropriate choice and use of instruments
Clear, satisfactory presentation of results

Validity of the connections established between the
hypothesis, the verification and the conclusion

Learning Activities

Periods of instruction: 45
Credits: 2

Additional information:

specific general education.

e Use the 100 or 200 series of codes to link a course to objective 000Y.
e Use code 105 for a multidisciplinary course.
e Codes 109, 340 and 345 may be used, provided the courses are not related to the objectives of common or
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Modern Language Code: 000Z

Ministere de I'Enseignement supérieur 69



Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1)



Pre-University Program — Social Science (300.A1) Complementary General Education Component

Modern Language Code: 0010

Objective Standard

| Statement of the Competency Achievement Context |
Communicate on familiar topics in a modern <  During a conversation that includes at least 15 lines of
language. dialogue

< In a written text consisting of at least 20 sentences for Latin-
alphabet languages
< In a written text consisting of at least 10 sentences for non—
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Modern Language Code: 0067

Standard

Objective

Statement of the Competency

Achievement Context

Communicate with relative ease in a
modern language.

Working alone

During a conversation consisting of at least 20 lines of
dialogue

In a written text of medium length (at least 25 sentences for
Latin-alphabet languages and 15 sentences for other
languages)

Given documents of a sociocultural nature

Using reference materials for the written text

Elements of the Competency

1. Understand the meaning of an oral
message in everyday language.

Performance Criteria

Accurate explanation of the general meaning and essential
ideas of the message

Clear identification of structural elements of the language
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Mathematics Literacy and Computer Science Code: 0011

Objective Standard
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Art and Aesthetics Code: 0013
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Contemporary Issues Code: 021L

Standard

Objective

Statement of the Competency

Achievement Context

Consider contemporary issues from a
transdisciplinary perspective.

Individually or in groups
Drawing on different fields of knowledge
Using documents and data from various disciplines

Elements of the Competency

Performance Criteria

1. Identify major contemporary issues.

Exploration of various contemporary issues
Description of the main perspectives concerning these issues
Clear formulation of objects to study related to these issues

2. Recognize the specific role of several
disciplines in the understanding of an
issue.

Identification of some of the theories used in analyzing the
issue

Clear description of the concepts and methods used

3. Demonstrate the contribution of several
disciplines to the understanding of an
issue.

Clear formulation of the perspectives of the issue
Precise description of the main contributions of the
disciplines

Pertinent explanation of the interaction among various
disciplines

Appropriate use of language and concepts from the
disciplines

Learning Activities

Periods of instruction: 45
Credits: 2

Additional information:

e This objective lends itself to teaching by one or more teachers.
e Use code 365 to link a course to objective 021L in order 153(c)C(R52ET)n.71 RGO0.18 0.45n[lISpan AM9m
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Contemporary Issues Code: 021M

Objective Standard
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